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Source: Ryan Grim and Sabrina Siddiqui, “Call Time for Congress Shows How Fundraising Dominates Bleak
Work,” Huffington Post, politics blog, January 8, 2013, www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/08/call-time-
congressional-fudraising_n_2427291.html?ncid=edlinkusaolp00000003.
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Sources: Federal Election Commission (FEC) figures for campaigns are compiled in Norman J. Ornstein, Thomas E.
Mann, Michael J. Malbin, Andrew Rubb, and Raffaela Wakeman, Vital Statistics on Congress (Washington, DC:

Brookings, 2014).
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2001 (Washington, DC: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 2001), Table 418; Michael P. McDonald, United States Elections Project, http://
www.electproject.org.




FIGURE 4-4

Percentage For For
of voters Democrat Republican
Total vote 46 | 52
49 Men 4 | 57
51 Women 51 | 47
75 White 38 | 60
12 Black 89 | 10
8 Hispanic/Latino 62 | 36
3 Asian 49 ] 50
2 Other 49 | 47
13 Under 30 years 54 | 43
22 30-44 years 50 | 48
43 45-64 years 45 | 53
22 65 years and older 4 | 57
2 Not a high school graduate 54 | 44
18 High school graduate 45 | | 33
29 College incomplete 44 | 50
51 College graduate and/or 49 | 54
postgraduate study
20 East 55 | 43
25 Midwest 45 | 53
33 South 38 || 59
22 West 50 | 43
53 Protestant 37 | 61
25 White evangelical or born-again Christian 20 m 78
24 Catholic 45 | 54
3 Jewish 66 | 33
36 Family income < $50,000 54 I 43
34 $50,000-$99,999 44 I 55
30 $100,000 or more 4 I 57
35 Democratic 92 ] 7
28 Independent 42 || 54
36 Republican 5 1 94
23 Liberal 87 I "
40 Moderate 53 | 45
37 Conservative 13 | 85

Source: Data from Washington Post, "Exit Polls,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/

politics/2014-midterms/exit-polls/.

Notes: Percentages based on Democratic, Republican, and other (not shown) votes. Data based on
questionnaires completed by voters leaving polling places around the nation on election day, 2014.




TABLE 4-1 Seats in Congress Gained or Lost by the President’s

Party in Presidential Election Years, 1932-2012

Seats gained or lost

Year President House Senate
1932 Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) +90 +9
1936 Roosevelt (D) +12 +7
1940 Roosevelt (D) +7 -3
1944 Roosevelt (D) +24 -2
1948 Harry S. Truman (D) +75 +9
1952 Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) +22 +1
1956 Eisenhower (R) -2 -1
1960 John F. Kennedy (D) -22 +2
1964 Lyndon B. Johnson (D) +37 +1
1968 Richard M. Nixon (R) +5 +6
1972 Nixon (R) +12 -2
1976 Jimmy Carter (D) +1 0
1980 Ronald Reagan (R) +34 +12
1984 Reagan (R) +14 -2
1988 George H. W. Bush (R) -2 0
1992 Bill Clinton (D) -10 0
1996 Clinton (D) -9 -2
2000 George W. Bush (R) -3 -4
2004 Bush (R) +3 +4
2008 Barack Obama (D) +21 +8
2012 Obama (D) +8 +2
Average
seats gained
(21 elections) +15.1 +2.1

Source: Compiled by the authors.




TABLE 4-2

Midterm Fortunes of Presidential Parties, 1934-2014

Seats gained or lost

Year President House Senate
1934 Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) +9 +10
1938 Roosevelt (D) -71 -6
1942 Roosevelt (D) 45 -9
1946 Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman (D) -55 -12
1950 Truman (D) -29 -6
1954 Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) -18 -1
1958 Eisenhower (R) —47 -13
1962 John F. Kennedy (D) -5 +3
1966 Lyndon B. Johnson (D) -47 -4
1970 Richard M. Nixon (R) -12 +3
1974 Nixon and Gerald R. Ford (R) —48 -5
1978 Jimmy Carter (D) -15 -3
1982 Ronald Reagan (R) -26 +1
1986 Reagan (R) -5 -8
1990 George H.W. Bush (R) -7 -1
1994 Bill Clinton (D) -54 -10
1998 Clinton (D) +4 0
2002 George W. Bush (R) +8 +1
2006 Bush (R) -31 -6
2010 Obama (D) -63 -6
2014 Obama (D) -13 -9
Average
seats lost
(21 elections) -27.1 -39

Sources: CQ Press Electronic Library, Vital Statistics on American Politics Online Edition, Table
1-17. Originally published in Harold W. Stanley and Richard G. Niemi, eds., Vital Statistics on
American Politics, 2009-2010 (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2009). Each entry is the difference
between the number of seats held by the president’s party at the start of Congress after the
midterm election and the number of seats held by that party at the start of Congress after the

preceding general election. Special elections that shifted partisan seat totals between

elections are not noted.
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